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Targeted capabilities and/or competencies (learning objectives):
Overall goal: To develop foundational linguistic knowledge and the ability to analyze and apply linguistic concepts in practical
teaching situations.
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
— Define human language and explain its main functions.
— Identify and explain the distinctive properties of human language (e.g., duality, arbitrariness, displacement, productivity).
— Differentiate between linguistic competence and performance with relevant EFL classroom examples.
— Distinguish human language from animal communication systems based on key features.
— Understand what makes linguistics a scientific discipline and describe its goals and methods.
— Recognize the major branches of linguistics and explain their relevance to language study.
— Perform basic linguistic analysis at different levels: phonetics/phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.




Expected values and behaviors: Students are expected to approach this course with curiosity, integrity, and a willingness
to grow as future educators. They are expected to:

1. Engage critically with linguistic concepts and reflect on their application to classroom situations.

Participate actively in discussions, projects, and peer feedback.

Collaborate respectfully and constructively, valuing different perspectives and co-creating knowledge.

Use accurate linguistic terminology to communicate ideas clearly in academic and teaching contexts.
Demonstrate openness to language diversity and avoid prescriptive views of ‘correct’ language use

Apply knowledge creatively, designing simple teaching activities informed by linguistic understanding.
Demonstrate responsibility, punctuality, academic honesty, and a reflective, growth-oriented mindset throughout
the course.
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Necessary prerequisites: This is an introductory course and does not require prior knowledge of linguistics. However, to
successfully engage with the content, students should:

— Have a good command of English to engage with the course content and participate effectively in discussions.
— Be familiar with basic concepts in grammar and language structure from secondary education.

— Demonstrate readiness to think analytically and reflect on language use in teaching contexts.

— Show willingness to collaborate, participate in discussions, and engage in academic reading and writing tasks.

Forms of evaluating the achievement of goals:

To assess students’ mastery of course objectives, a combination of formative assessments (such as class participation and
discussions, short quizzes, and in-class activities), summative assessments (including written exams and applied projects to
evaluate cumulative understanding), will be used. These methods aim to measure not only students’ theoretical
understanding but also their ability to apply linguistic principles in real classroom contexts.

: Pedagogical guidelines for construction, anchoring, and
Knowledge resources that feed into the formative assessment Hourly
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1. Targeted Capabilities/Competencies:
— Understanding the definition,
functions, and unique properties of human
language. —
Distinguishing between linguistic
competence and performance.

— Applying theoretical concepts to EFL
teaching contexts.

Foundational Linguistics
Resource:Yule, G. (2020). The Study of
Language (Ch. 1-2).

— Competence vs. Performance
Resource: Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., &
Hyams, N. (2018). An Introduction to
Language

— Language as a Human Faculty
Resource: Akmajian, A. et al. (2010).
Linguistics: An Introduction to Language
and Communication

2. Hockett’s design features of language (e.g.,
duality, displacement, productivity)

— Examples of animal communication
systems (e.g., bee dances, primate calls)

— Core concepts: arbitrariness, cultural
transmission, creativity

Language Properties Framework
Resource: Yule, G. (2020). The Study of

. The Nature of Human Language and Introduction to

Linguistics

— Definition of Language

— Functions of Human Language

— Distinctive Properties of Human Language (e.g., duality,
arbitrariness, displacement, productivity)

— Competence vs. Performance- What the speaker knows
(competence) vs. what they actually produce
(performance)

Suggested Tasks:

— Group Brainstorming: “Why study language?”
Discuss the importance of understanding language for
EFL teachers.

— Class Discussion: Identify and explain the distinctive
properties of human language (e.g., duality,
arbitrariness).

— Short Reflection Task: Write 5/6 lines on the
difference between competence and performance with
examples from classroom situations.

2- Human Language vs. Animal Communication
Key differences
Suggested Tasks:

— Brainstorming Activity: List and classify different types

of communication (human vs. animal).

13
WEEKS

1h30mn
per week




Language (Ch. 2).

— Scientific Studies of Animal
Communication Resource: Fromkin, V.,
Rodman, R., & Hyams, N. (2018). An
Introduction to Language

3-Develop learners' ability to understand and
apply scientific methods in linguistic
analysis, and to identify and describe the
main branches of linguistics and their
relevance to language study.

Resource:

The Study of Language by George Yule
Introduction to Language by Fromkin et al.

— Group Discussion: Compare features of human language
(e.g., productivity, displacement) with examples from
animal communication systems.

— Short Research Task: In pairs, find one example of an
animal communication system and present its limits
compared to human language.

3. Linguistics as a Scientific Discipline

— What makes linguistics scientific?
— Goals and methods of linguistic analysis

Branches of Linguistics
Overview
Suggested Tasks:
— Classroom activity: identify examples of linguistic inquiry
in EFL classrooms.
— Reflective prompts and group discussion on branches of
linguistics




4- Explain the nature of linguistic inquiry and 4-Levels of Linguistic Analysis

its importance in understanding language
structure and language learning processes. — Phonetics & Phonology: speech sounds, IPA, phonemes
— Morphology: morphemes, word formation

— Syntax: sentence structure, basic grammar rules

— Semantics: meaning relations, word meaning

— Pragmatics: Language use in context

— Suggested Tasks: - Transcribe words and identify

Resources: The Study of Language by
George Yule; -Contemporary Linguistics by
O’Grady et al.

-An Introduction to Language by Fromkin et

al.

L : honemes
-Linguistics and Language Teaching by o greak down words into morphemes
Corder

— Diagram simple sentences
— ldentify synonyms/antonyms in vocabulary activities

Exam of S1
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